
RE ADY, AIM , FIRE! 

Each afternoon a cannon is fired to salute today’s 
military and honor those who have passed through 
the historic Grand Hotel over the years. The Civil War 
replica cannon is similar to the ones used across the 
country when the Grand Hotel first opened in 1847. 

Honoring its ties to American freedom, the Grand’s 
unique history is celebrated each day, beginning 
with a procession around the historic Grand Hotel 
grounds. The event starts at 3:45 p.m. at the Main 
Lobby fireplace and continues with our Grandeur, 
Grit and Glory: Since 1847 presentation at Cannon 
Park, concluding with the firing of the cannon at 
approximately 4:00 p.m.   

This event is followed by the tradition of a 
complimentary afternoon “lagniappe,” or little bite, 
in the Grand Hall. 

A daily patriotic military salute and cannon firing 
began in 2008.

The Grand 1884

Bucky Miller began his career at the Grand Hotel on 
April 18, 1941 – the first day the “new” hotel reopened 
– and quickly become a fixture at the resort, where he 
greeted guests with a hearty, booming welcome. He 
developed a renowned ability to remember names, 
and regularly surprised guests with a personalized 
greeting upon their return.

Bucky served as a bartender and server for the 
majority of his career in the Birdcage Lounge.  He 
spent his last twelve years at The Grand Hotel as 
the hotel’s Hospitality Ambassador and won  many 
awards throughout his career.

In May 2005 the statue of Bucky Miller was  unveiled 
and the lounge was named “Bucky’s” to honor 
his years of service and the tradition of Southern 
Hospitality.

Thank you to Susan Stein, Tiffany Watson, Kathie Barton, and Olivia 
Vacalis for their contributions to this brochure.
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The historic Point Clear Cemetery is privately owned 
by the Point Clear Cemetery Association. The date of 
origin of the cemetery is unknown, but the Civil War 
section began in 1863, when the Grand Hotel and 
Gunnison House served as hospitals, receiving many 
wounded and sick from the Battle of Vicksburg, 
Mississippi. Those who died here are buried in Point 
Clear Cemetery, but most names have been lost 
to time.  Although patient records were kept, a fire 
in 1869 destroyed most of the hotel, including the 
hospital’s records. The Point Clear Hotel was rebuilt in 
the early 1870s.  In an effort to identify those soldiers 
buried there, members of SCV contracted a ground-
penetrating radar team in 1999 to scan Point Clear 
Cemetery for unmarked graves. During their search, 
three previously unknown parallel burial trenches 
were discovered, believed to hold 138-263 Civil War 
soldiers. Forty-six soldiers have been identified 
through arduous research, and appropriate markers 
have been placed and dedicated.

The total restoration of Point Clear Cemetery, along 
with the project of identifying veterans buried there, 
was undertaken by the Admiral Buchanan Camp 
of the SCV. They added decorative cannons, placed 
headstones, and replaced the chain around the 
perimeter of the grounds.

AURA J.  “BUCKY ” MILLER, 
A Legacy Of Hospitality

Location: One mile east of Grand Hotel on Pinegrove Drive, 
adjacent to Azalea Golf Course and across from Lakewood 
Golf Club’s driving range, the Experience.

Historic 
marker at 

the cemetery 
was placed by 
the Alabama 

Historical 
Association in 

1997.
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Although the entire resort was closed after 
Katrina, the golf courses were able to reopen in 
September, about two weeks after the storm. The 
Spa also opened for the Lakewood members in late 
November 2005. It was not until April 1, 2006, that 
the Spa Building reopened to guests, along with 
the feature pool and beach facilities, soon followed 
by the Marina House. The Conference Center and 
restaurants suffered the most damage, but three of 
the guest room buildings also had up to three feet 
of water in them. The facilities at Julep Point had 
to be replaced, and the fishing pier was rebuilt. The 
resort fully reopened on November 1, 2006.

1882 – The Grand Hotel 
was open year-round. 

Rates were $2 per day, $10 
per week, and $40 per 

month. 

1901 – Major James 
K. Glennon of Mobile 

purchased the hotel and 
the Gunnison House 
adjacent to the hotel 

property.

1939 – The Glennon family sells 
the Point Clear Hotel to Mr. Ed 

A. Roberts. Roberts also acquires 
adjacent properties for future 

expansion.

1944 - The Grand Hotel closes for the duration 
of World War II. In June 1944 the hotel is 

leased to the US Government as the site for 
a classified marine training facility known 

as “Operation Ivory Soap.” Over 5,000 Army 
Air Corps troops received Marine Training at 
Point Clear. To protect the hardwood floors 

the soldiers could not wear boots in the 
building.

1979 – On September 12 Hurricane 
Frederic damaged the roof and 5,000 
trees on the golf course were lost. The 
hotel was closed until April 10, 1980.

On August 29, 2005, the Grand Hotel closed its 
doors when Hurricane Katrina sent a 12-foot storm 
surge up Mobile Bay. The surge pushed debris, 
water and mud through many of the structures, 
causing more damage than could be imagined. The 
debris pile was stacked about 10 feet high in the 
northeast corner of the Grand Ballroom.

1999 – The Grand Hotel was purchased 
by Alabama Real Estate Holdings, which 
is financed by the Retirement Systems of 

Alabama. 

A Grand Dining 
Room chair is 
shown after it 
washed up on 
the beach during 
Hurricane 
Katrina. The 
location is 
in Montrose, 
approximately 
5 miles north of 
Point Clear, AL.

1871 – The “Texas” bar 
was used as a hospital 

following the explosion of 
the steamboat “Ocean Wave” 

as it departed from the 
hotel. There were numerous 
casualties and an estimated 

30 deaths.

The Grand Hotel 
Circa 1858

1950’s-1960’s 
- Prior to the 
addition of the 
Lagoon Room 
(2nd floor of Main 
Building) the 
guests entered 
the hotel directly 
into the fireplace 
lobby. The porte-
cochère provided 
a covered 
entrance for 
automobiles. 

1893 – A hurricane destroyed the dining 
room and the “Texas” bar; however,

both were rebuilt.

1985 – 1986 - The Gunnison 
House was torn down to 
make way for the Grand 
Ballroom. An additional 

9 holes of golf was added, 
bringing the total number 

of holes to 36.

1947 – The Grand Hotel 
reopens after WW II, 

featuring a large swimming 
pool, the first 18-holes of 

golf, two tennis courts and a 
marina. The Lakewood Golf 

Clubhouse opens in 1948.

The Dining Room after Hurricane Katrina 

1906 & 1916 – The hotel was 
severely damaged by major 

hurricanes. Mr. Glennon was 
ready to give up, but Mrs. 
Glennon intervened and 

organized repairs. The hotel 
reopened the next summer.

In the early days, docks were provided by the hotel 
to accommodate steamboats full of travelers.

Bay Boats, or 
“steamers,” were 

the main mode of 
transportation 
from Mobile to 

the Eastern Shore 
until the opening 

of the Causeway 
in 1927.

1847 - Mr. F.H. 
Chamberlain 
built the first 
Grand Hotel.  Mid-1950’s – Ten cottages 

are built on the hotel 
grounds.

During times of war, the Grand Hotel has been very 
important to the military. In addition to serving 
as a hospital during the Civil War, it was also used 
by the U.S. Army Air Force during World War II 
as a Marine training facility. U.S. Army Air Force 
aircraft repair ships were modified for this mission 
and assigned the task of providing aircraft support 
to Pacific airfields once an island was taken, leading 
to the defeat of Japan.

The Grand Hotel closed in January 1944 for the 
duration of the war. As a contribution to the war 
effort, owner Ed Roberts offered the Grand Hotel to 
the U.S. Army Air Force for use as a Marine Training 
School, which opened on July 10, 1944. Under the 
command and leadership of Lt. Col. Matthew 
Thompson, over 5,000 military personnel received 
seamanship training at Point Clear in a classified 
training mission called “Operation Ivory Soap” –a 
“Floating Project” to train personnel in “all things 
Navy” before being assigned to duty on either a 
Floating Aircraft Repair Ship (ARU-F) or a Floating 
Aircraft Maintenance Ship (ARM-F). It was 50 years 
before records were declassified and the public was 
informed about Operation Ivory Soap’s significant 
contribution to the war effort.

1967 - Another 9 holes of 
golf are added. Lakewood 

remains a private golf 
club with 27-holes. The 
first conference center 

is built.

1966 – James K. McLean purchases 
the Grand Hotel. The South 

Bayhouse is built, bringing the total 
number of guest rooms to 172.

1981 – Marriott Corporation 
purchases the Grand Hotel. 
By 1985 the North Bayhouse 

and Marina Building opened, 
bringing the total number of 

rooms to 305.

2005 – Hurricane Katrina brought a 
12-foot storm surge into Mobile Bay, 
flooding the hotel’s guest rooms and 

conference center. The hotel was 
temporarily closed while repairs and 

renovations at a cost of almost $70 
million were made. The hotel fully 

reopened on November 1, 2006.1940 – 1941 - The second Grand 
Hotel is removed to make way for 

the construction of a new design by 
architect Platt Roberts, with the third 

Grand Hotel opening on 
April 18, 1941. 

December 1941 – the US declares war 
on Japan following the bombing of 

Pearl Harbor.

2008 – The Colony Club, 
including a feature pool, 

10 tennis courts and 
Sweetwater Restaurant 

opens.  In March the new 
Civil War replica cannon 

is dedicated; our patriotic 
military salute and cannon 

firing becomes a daily Grand 
Tradition. 

Since opening its doors more than 170 years ago, the 
Grand Hotel has played an important role in society 
and with the military. The original Grand Hotel was 
built in 1847 as a two-story building with 40 rooms. 
Over the years, The Grand Hotel has hosted guests 
from American presidents to world leaders,	
as well as generations of families from across the 
country.

THE BE GINNING OPERATION IVORY SOAP 

HURRICANE KATRINA

1861 – 1865 – During the 
Civil War, the 21st Alabama 

Regiment camped on the hotel 
grounds and the hotel was 

used as a hospital following 
the Battle of Vicksburg. Local 

residents provided care for the 
patients, utilizing the Point 
Clear Cemetery for burials.
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1870 - Captain H. C. Baldwin bought 
the hotel and built the second Grand 
Hotel for $75,000 featuring 60 suites.

1864 – The Battle of Mobile 
Bay occurred on August 5 at 

the entrance of the bay; Union  
Commander, Admiral David 
Farragut, coined the famous 

phrase, “Damn the torpedoes, 
full speed ahead!”

2018 – Major renovations 
are completed and the 
resort is rebranded as 

Grand Hotel Golf Resort 
& Spa, a member of the 
Autograph Collection, 

with an increased focus 
on its history.

2001- 2002 – Major 
renovations were 

completed and 
new additions were 

completed, including 
feature pool, Spa 

Building, fitness center 
and indoor pool.

2020 – On 
September 

16 Hurricane 
Sally’s 

100 mph 
winds cause 
damage to 

the resort and 
community.

WWII Army 
Air Force 

personnel 
receive 

operational 
instructions 

in an outdoor 
“classroom” 

of the Grand 
Hotel.

Circa 1905

1869 – A fire destroyed the dining room, kitchen 
and guest rooms. There were no deaths. The 

hospital ledger remaining at the hotel after the 
Civil War was lost during the fire, destroying the 
names of the Confederate soldiers who died at 

Point Clear.


