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ter, it’s easy

 to 
see w

hy. H
ere, h

orse-d
raw

n
 carriages 

clip
-clop

 d
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e p
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Sugarlands 

Distilling Co.

Smoky 

Mountain 

Brewery

Dollywood’s 

DreamMore 

Resort

Cades Cove in 

the Smokies

Loco Burro

THE OCTOBER 1966 cover 
of Southern Living featured  
a breathtaking shot of U.S. 
441 with a camper-shelled 
pickup leading a caravan of 
cars through fall foliage in 
what is now the most visited 
national park. Our readers 
have loved the Smokies 
forever. And their favorite 
spot? Gatlinburg.

Given the millions of 
people who visit this area 
every year, the actual size of 
Gatlinburg—less than 5,000 
residents—escapes many 
travelers, but it’s the homey 
Appalachian charm that 
helps draw all of them here 
in the first place. 

The village has continued 
to evolve, with a variety of 

new attractions joining the 
perennially popular pancake 
houses, candy shops, and 
craft galleries. Two-tiered 
Anakeesta has a shopping 
village downtown where 
you catch a “chondola” lift 
to the mountaintop Firefly 
Village, with canopy walks, 
zip lines, and other outdoor-
recreation options. Now 
Parrot Heads also have a 
mountain perch with the 
opening of Margaritaville 

Resort Gatlinburg. Take the 
SkyLift to the new 680-foot 
SkyBridge, billed as North 
America’s longest pedestrian 
suspension bridge. 

Blake Shelton has opened 
an outpost of his Ole Red 
restaurant here. There’s also 
locally owned Gatlinburg 

Brewing Co. with its down- 
town taproom, or you can 
sample flights of hooch at 
moonshine tasting rooms. 

For lodging, rent a cabin 
in the Smokies (or a room  
at Dollywood’s DreamMore 
Resort in neighboring Pigeon 
Forge), and make the drive to 
Gatlinburg for entertainment. 
Or reverse that, booking a 
room in the thick of things 
and taking a day trip into 
the mountains for hiking 
and horseback riding. 

But that’s all icing on the 
cake. In the end, people will 
always head to the Smokies 
for the exact same reason 
Southern Living did in 1966: 
This place is gorgeous. 

T H E  T O P  1 0

1. Gatlinburg, TN

2. Blowing Rock, NC

3. Boone, NC

4. Blue Ridge, GA

5. Highlands, NC

6. Dahlonega, GA

7. Hot Springs, AR

8. Staunton, VA

9. Hendersonville, NC

10. Black Mountain, 
NC

BEST MOUNTAIN TOWN

Gatlinburg’s Next Chapter
This tiny, wildly popular village in the  

Smokies just keeps getting better

1. Gatlinburg, TN
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ick

, 
p

e
rm

e
a

te
 th

e
 th

ick
, 

b
e

e
r-sh

ro
u

d
e

d
 a

ir in
 

b
e

e
r-sh

ro
u

d
e

d
 a

ir in
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e

se
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e
n

u
e

s th
a

t 
th

e
se

 v
e

n
u

e
s th

a
t 

o
n

c
e

 h
o

ste
d

 M
ich

a
e

l 
o

n
c

e
 h

o
ste

d
 M

ich
a

e
l 

S
tip

e’s d
istin

c
tiv

e
  

S
tip

e’s d
istin

c
tiv

e
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n

g
s.”
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is w
h

ere you
’ll fin

d th
e tow

n
ies. Th

e 
old-sch

ool strip of storefron
ts is n

ow
 

frequented by the im
possibly cool. B

ars 
here—

T
h

e
 O

ld
 P

a
l, H

i-L
o

 L
o

u
n

g
e

, an
d 

N
o

rm
a

l B
a

r—
are the grow

n-up, hipper 
version of those dow

ntow
n. A

u
to

m
a

tic
 

P
iz

za  serves up slices in a retro form
er 

gas station
, an

d W
h

ite
 T

ig
e

r G
o

u
rm

e
t 

h
aw

k
s m

elt-in
-your-m

outh
 barbecue 

in
 a 10

0
-plu

s-year-old location
 th

at 
on

ce housed a grocery store.
You m

ight hear w
h

ispers of a beer 
so good th

at th
ey don’t dare let it ou

t 
of G

eorgia. Ü
ber-popu

lar C
re

a
tu

re
 

C
o

m
fo

rts
 B

re
w

in
g

 C
o

. in the old Snow
 

T
ire C

om
pany buildin

g is the foun
t. 

The beer in question is Tropicália, a 
citrusy little num

ber w
ith hoppy n

otes 
an

d apparen
tly a certain

 cachet. D
ue 

to production
 con

strain
ts, it garn

ered  
a cu

lt follow
in

g—
borderlin

e m
an

ia—
w

hen
 it w

as first released in
 20

14. A
 

few
 years later, the fren

zy reached all 
the w

ay to A
tlan

ta an
d the production

 
crew

 of box o�
ce m

on
ster A

v
e

n
g

e
rs: 

E
n

d
g

a
m

e—
then

 to Thor h
im

self.

“It w
as all k

in
d of m

in
d-bogglin

g,”  
says cofounder and brew

m
aster A

dam
 

B
eauch

am
p. “O

n
e of th

e directors 
basically started sending his production

 
assistan

ts to ch
ase dow

n
 the truck

s 
w

hen it w
as really di�

cult to find. They 
w

ere buyin
g fridge-full am

oun
ts of it 

for everybody on
 set, in

cludin
g these 

big stars like C
h

ris H
em

sw
orth

.” 
Staples like th

e fru
ity sprin

gtim
e 

A
thena Paradiso and the easy-drink

ing 
C

lassic C
ity Lager stock

 all the bars, 
restau

ran
ts, an

d frat houses th
rough

-
out tow

n
. 

The late-n
ight din

ing scen
e here is 

also legen
dary, from

 street hot dogs at 
one of tw

o dueling carts—
old rivals that 

sit on
 either side of the sam

e block—
to 

the sign
ature feta fries at T

h
e

 G
rill

.
 

B
efore you

 k
n

ow
 it, 3 a.m

. rolls 
around. Last call. N

ot at the bars—
those 

closed an
 hour ago—

but at L
ittle

 Ita
ly, 

a pizza dive serving up hot slices bigger 
than your head. The fun stops at 3. That 
is w

h
en

 th
e guy beh

in
d th

e cou
n

ter 
starts hollering for everyone to get out. 

A
b

o
v

e
: T

h
e

 O
ld

 P
a

l 

in
 N

o
rm

a
lto

w
n

 

L
e

ft: W
h

ite
 T

ig
e

r’s 

B
B

Q
 P

o
rk

 S
a

n
d

w
ic

h

O
rd

e
r a

 Tro
p

ic
á

lia
 a

t 

C
re

a
tu

re
 C

o
m
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rts 

B
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w
in

g
 C

o
. 

A
u

to
m

a
tic
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A
U

T
O

M
A

T
IC

 F
O

R
 T

H
E

 P
E

O
P

L
E

S
tep

 in
sid

e W
u

x
try

 R
e

c
o

rd
s
, an

d
 

n
ostalgia h

its you like an
 old Tom

 Petty 
son

g. Sudden
ly, it’s 19

76
, the year th

is 
place open

ed, right before the A
then

s 
m

u
sic scen

e w
en

t w
ild

. 
Th

e oldest still-op
eratin

g record
 

store in
 G

eorgia, W
u

xtry h
as been

 in
 

busin
ess for over 40

 years, refusin
g to 

give up on
 vinyl, even

 w
hen

 C
D

s took
 

over the m
arket. W

hen
 records cam

e 
back

 in
 vogue, the sm

all store on
 E

ast 
C

layton
 S

treet d
ow

n
tow

n
 w

as still 
p

acked
 w

ith
 crates an

d
 crates of it. 

T
h

is is w
h

ere th
e fu

tu
re m

em
bers 

of R
.E

.M
. h

u
n

g ou
t. Lead gu

itarist Peter 
B

u
ck

 even
 w

orked
 th

ere for a sh
ort 

tim
e. “H

e w
as m

y N
eil You

n
g coach

,” 
says B

ertis D
ow

n
s, lon

gtim
e advisor 

an
d

 frien
d

 of th
e ban

d
 (or “th

e guys,” 
as h

e calls th
em

). H
e also k

n
ew

 B
ill 

B
erry, R

.E
.M

.’s drum
m

er, from
 the tim

e 
th

ey sp
en

t togeth
er on

 U
G

A
’s con

cert 
com

m
ittee. “A

n
d

 th
en

 all of a sudden
, 

boom
, th

ey’re in
 th

is really p
op

u
lar 

ban
d

.” Th
at’s an

 u
n

derstatem
en

t. 
It w

as D
ow

n
s w

h
o ap

p
roach

ed
 

D
exter W

eaver, ow
n

er of local restau-
ran

t W
eaver D

’s, to ask
 if R

.E
.M

. could
 

u
se h

is catch
p

h
rase as on

e of th
eir 

m
ost fam

ou
s albu

m
 titles: A

u
to

m
a

tic
 

fo
r th

e P
eo

p
le. Soun

d fam
iliar? 

For W
eaver, th

e taglin
e 

is abou
t bein

g qu
ick

 to 
please h

is cu
stom

ers. 
H

is slogan
 traveled

 
all th

e w
ay from

 th
e 

lim
e green

 cem
en

t 
w

alls of a sou
l food

 

join
t to th

e top
 of th

e ch
arts. “A

n
d

 
then

, a year later, w
hen

 the guys w
ere 

n
om

in
ated

 for a G
ram

m
y, w

e got 
D

exter an
d h

is sister to com
e to the 

G
ram

m
y A

w
ards as R

.E
.M

.’s special 
gu

ests!” D
ow

n
s h

oots. 
You

 w
on

’t m
eet a ch

u
rch

 lady or 
frat boy from

 th
e p

ast th
ree decades 

w
h

o h
asn

’t h
ad

 a m
eal at W

eaver D
’s. 

“W
h

ite or d
ark

 m
eat, baby?” ask

s 
W

eaver from
 beh

in
d

 th
e cou

n
ter. H

e 
op

en
ed

 th
e restau

ran
t in

 19
8

6
, an

d
  

it’s all abou
t th

e ch
icken

, follow
ed

  
by hom

em
ade m

acaron
i an

d cheese, 
collard

s or green
 bean

s (som
eth

in
g 

h
ealthy, for good

n
ess’ sake), an

d
 th

e 
essen

tial corn
 m

u
�

n
. You

 can
 easily 

see h
ow

 th
is place w

ou
ld

 in
spire an

 
albu

m
 n

am
e. It’s th

at sp
ecial.

“A
ll of the great thin

gs in
 m

y life 
started w

hen
 I m

oved to A
then

s,” says 
Patterson

 H
ood of the ban

d D
rive-B

y 
Truckers, w

h
ich

 got started
 h

ere in
 th

e 
19

9
0

s an
d still con

siders A
then

s hom
e. 

W
h

at called
 H

ood
 to A

th
en

s in
 th

e first 
place? “R

.E
.M

!” h
e crack

s. “Th
at’s w

h
at 

it all boils dow
n

 to, righ
t? Th

e m
u

sic.”

V
is

it th
e

 A
lic

e
 H

. R
ic

h
a

rd
s 

C
h

ild
re

n
’s

 G
a

rd
e

n
 a

t th
e

 S
ta

te
 

B
o

ta
n

ic
a

l G
a

rd
e

n
 o

f G
e

o
rg

ia
. 

D
e

x
te

r W
e

a
ve

r, 

o
w

n
e

r o
f W

e
a

ve
r D

’s 
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Clockwise from far left: 

Fisher’s at Orange Beach 

Marina; the Original Oyster 

House; The Gulf; bivalves at 

the Original Oyster House  

JUST ASK THE Gulf Shores/
Orange Beach crowd what 
they like best about this 
32-mile stretch of sugary 
sand, and they’ll immediately 
start naming restaurants. 
That’s because they consider 
the sand and surf a given.

Outdoor riches here are 
remarkable: Gulf shoreline, 
bayous, rivers, and lakes, 

not to mention the Bon 

Secour National Wildlife 

Refuge. The new Coastal 

Alabama Back Bay Blueway 
o�ers four di�erent trails 
for paddling. 

Within Gulf State Park 
are 28 miles of paved trails 
to explore. A new 25-acre 
Alabama Gulf Coast Zoo, 
significantly larger than the 
old site, will create better 
space for the animals while 
providing more educational 
opportunities for guests. 

It’s hard to imagine now, 
but back in its bell-bottom 
days, Alabama’s Gulf Coast 
o�ered little beyond camp- 
grounds and the occasional 
mom-and-pop motel. The 
dining scene was practically 
nonexistent. Then, after 

Hurricane Frederic struck  
in 1979 and the coast began 
to rebuild, development 
accelerated, and it hasn’t 
shown any signs of slowing 
down since. 

Now there’s every kind 
of lodging you can fathom 
as well as a wide array of 
activities that are perfect  
for families. Meanwhile, the 
Hangout Music Festival 
and other events, along with 
attractions like The Wharf, 
are drawing a new genera-
tion to this coast.

The Lodge at Gulf State 

Park, a Hilton property, 
opened to wide acclaim in 
2018 and is noteworthy for 
its level of style and comfort 
and also for its commitment 
to both conservation and 

sustainability. Among the 
on-site restaurants at the 
lodge are the Gulf-front 
Perch and Foodcraft.

Venture out of the park 
and follow repeat visitors  
to breakfast at places like 
Ruby Slipper Cafe, Brick  

& Spoon, and Duck’s Diner. 

The same crowd will likely 
recommend lunching at 
decades-old Sea-N-Suds 
right on the beach, Doc’s 

Seafood Shack & Oyster 

Bar, Tacky Jacks, Mikee’s 

Seafood, Original Oyster 

House, The Gulf (pair any 
dish with a mojito), or Lucy 

Bu�ett’s Lulu’s (order The 
“Pa-Menna” Cheeseburger). 

For dinner? Don’t miss 
Cobalt, The Restaurant or 
Fisher’s at Orange Beach 

Marina for stunning views 
of the water. Fill any gaps  
in your itinerary with “y’all 
won’t believe this” selfies 
while you sip on a beachy 
beverage at the Flora-Bama.

T H E  T O P  1 0

1. Gulf Shores/
Orange Beach, AL

2. Hilton Head 
Island, SC 

3. Tybee Island, GA

4. Destin, FL

5. Myrtle Beach, SC

6. Key West, FL

7. Panama City 
Beach, FL

8. Wrightsville 
Beach, NC

9. Isle of Palms, SC

10. St. Augustine, FL

BEST BEACH TOWN

Gulf View
With its white sand, 
decadent seafood, and 
pristine wildlife sanctu-
aries, the Alabama coast 
was once the South’s 
best-kept secret

1. Gulf Shores/


